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Alfa Romeo Giulia Spider 1570

cl Romeo, even more than the

other three we have tested, was built for just this purpose.
After the first mile or two, the impression is fully con-
firmed and surprisingly quickly one feels at-one with the
whokcar,cnmmgeverymmmeonthcxmd. This effect
is largely due to the long and distinguished competition
background of both the marque and model, perhaps a
trace of the Italian temperament and knack or having fun.

m,ulsmnedmamp.erb all-synchromesh,
five-speed gearbox. :

Oncmi texpectthuredpetoproduoesomethmgd
ition

day-to-day use. The opposite conld hudly be more u'ue,
fordrcqulnwmpullawayt’xun
its geared up fifth ratio and it

5

disapproval when repeatedly run well into the red zone on
the rev counter during performance t

As first tested the car could not quite achieve its claimed
maximum speed, and had to be returned 1o the UX. con-
cessionaires for adjustment before we recorded our mean
maximum of 107 m.p.h.—a figure we knew it to be
capable of.

n racing tune, what is basically the same ine can
develop as much as 160 b.hp., so in orm the
componcnmmfarfmmhndﬂyumsed. It idles so quietly

nﬂmmathmkthcengmehsmmd—wmc
t!ungth a people thought of, because there is a lock to
prevent the starter solenoid being operated a second time
unless the ignition is first switched off. Ewven the exhaust
is_extremely restrained, so one can use high revs in towns
without any fear of attracting attention.

On the open road the car really comes into its own. With
very little impression of being hurried, and without much
cffort from the driver, the miles can be gobbled up—as
many as 45 or 50 in cach hour on British trunk roads. At
first, with such a flexible engine, onc wonders what to do

PRICES usd
Giulia 1600 Spider 1LI55 0 0
Purchase Tax 241 3 9
Total (inG.B.) 1,39 3 9

Extras (inc, P.T.)
Hard Top (approx.) 7 0 0
Disc brakes in front optional—n0 qxirs cost
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Make - ALFA ROMEO Type - Giulia 1600 Spider

(Front engine, rear wheel-drive)
Manufacturer : Alfa Romeo, Milan, Italy: Alfa Romeo (Great Britain) Ltd., 164, Sloane Street, London, S.W.I.

Test Conditions MAXIMUM SPEEDS AND ACCELERATION MEAN TIMES
Weather ...... Dry. overcast with 15-20 m.p.h. wind TIME IN SECONDS
Tompe::are ............... 12 deg. C. %lzglcng&) tooo S %0 15120 29t noNEn g | 50 'S8, 60
an"ulm“ m“wm"‘.'“ AR RAAA RARASARARI AR AR A AL :: :u“ 160
Weight 9 St -~
Kerb weight (with oil, water and half-full fuel tank) : - 1 s
18-Scwt (2,0651b-938-6kg) 80
Front-rear distribution, per cent ...... F.57: R. 43 L / 120
Laden as tested ......... 2!-5cwe (2,4011b-1,090-9%g) 70
Turning Circles - N\ 4MILE-188sec | 5%
Between kerbs ........... L. 34ft Sin.; R, 32fc | lin. i‘“ el 3‘
Between walls ............... L. 36fc lin.; R. 34t 7in. : /
Turns of steering wheel lock to 10cK ......... 26 §,° .o§
- MAXIMUM SPEEDS
FUEL AND OIL CONSUMPTION S$w GEAR mph. kph % 3
—4 -~
TRUE SPEED bpa. R ) / TOP (mean) 107:0 1723
R 30 Mestt 1080 1738
= =R = 4th: 89 143 7
%0 s 3rd: 65 105
===== g 2nd: 44 70 =
2“ 3 [ TETITTRTINNTTISNE RIS T) gttt nto ity
. ' = }
0 - -’ *
S~ 36 63 94 129178 240363 TIME IN SECONDS
SRR N il i Tal [ e
33 1 | | 1 | 1 1 |
S - = z 0 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 TRUE SPEED mph
i = § 31 41 53 65 76 87 98 110 CAR SPEEDOMETER
- TN =
e = - == -: Speed range, overall gear ratios and time In seconds
= - = m.p.h. Tz Fourth  Third Second First
e = === (405) (512) (694) (1019)  (1693)
" 10— 30 — 88 57 38 -
40 3% 70 80 % 100 20— 40 106 7-5 55 40 —
TRUE SPEED mp A 30— S0 17 77 56 - —
40— 60 116 8l 66 — -
B L i tevessovasecsacses Super Premium Grade 50— 70 132 95 - — -
(101 octane RM) 60— 80 144 121 — — —
Test Distance ..........ccovnveenee 1,497 miles 70— 90 210 - —_ - —
Overall Consumption e 285 'g. .gi
Neras/ : BRAKES Pedal Load Retardation Equiv. distance
B e Commmr ot (o e T (from 30 m.p.h. 25ib 017g 1766
OIL: SAE 90 ...... Consumption 3,000 m.p.g. In newtral) %: g:: gg:
" HILL CLIMBING AT STEADY SPEEDS s e "" .
Handbrake 025g 120fc

Pedal load and travel—33ib and Sin.
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PULL RELEATE = - —
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their range. The springing is soft, with large wheel move-
j ituation. ments therefore a good deal of roll on comners. Over

i verylow;lowmwd:wmovctbcaxoﬁ&om rough road patches or even long-pitch undulations the little
a l-in-3 gradient with hardly any clutch slip, and for the car rides level, with a kind of gentle galloping action vaguely
i increase in  discernible somewhere underneath. There is some of the ,
revs i rather  usual harshness associated with braced-tread tyres from the ,
low, leaving a wide gap before fourth (direct) with its 90-  Pirelli Cinturatos at slow speeds, but their excellent gripping f
mph. maximum, but this spacing scems well suited to particularly in the wet, and their quiet running i
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powers,
European road conditions, at least. During our performance  more than make up for this.
¥, We were the wheels during Cornered fast, the Giulia Spider is a driver’s dream.
fierce getaways in first, with enough clutch “bite™ when  Ope can set the car up for a comer carly with a positive
c again to howl momentarily.  degree of roll oversteer, and then sit and let it hold
-pm. as @ maximum against s chosen line all the way through. Even the supreme |
the stopwatch, but for everyday use the makers suggest @  gest of a sudden change in direction halfway through—a ;
more modest limit of 6,000. chicane type of bend—caused no instability, and at all times |
Alfa Tradition Sl e o/ et 5 reathiodtip ol titee ol WAL |
it of is rea s out with a
$ Faultless synchromesh stood up well to the most demand- deep how] from the tyres, but this is not sudden and can be
ing snatch changes, and offered no heavy resistance to lever corrected quickly with opposite Jock. Although normally
robust lever rollgimgoodlecl the cornering forces, one
back into the seat to avoid being thrown
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In terms of handling and suspension, this Alfa was if i
anything better than the other models we have driven in  and with aluminium helical finning, are retained only on

How the Alfa Romeo Giulia Spider compares :
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The hood fits beautifully and produces closed-car comfort. A hard top is also availoble

Alfa Romeo Giulia Spider . . .

the back of the road test car, large diameter discs being
fitted at the front. This is an option we would strongly
advocate, for they had plenty of feel at traffic speeds, gave
no indications of fade (although after several hundred miles
of hard use the front wheel rims were covered in lining
dust), and were completely unaffected by torrential down-
pours. In contrast the handbrake has an awkwardly placed
umbrella-type handle under the dashboard, and was only
just able to meet the Ministry of Transport test requirement
of 0-25g—when pulled very hard with both hands. It
would not hold the car facing up or down a l-in-4 test
gradient.

As one has come to expect of a Pininfarina-built body
the quality of finish is high, and for an open two-scater
it is surprisingly rigid over Belgian-type pevé. We bhad a
little trouble with the boot catch, and had to remove some
of the rubber scaling before it could be opened without

TR AR s b

perilously bending the key. A similar car tried in Italy
recently had the opposite trouble—difficulty in shutting
the lid. The test car was finished in brilliant white cellulose
which showed no signs of staining when washed clean after
some fast driving in very dirty weather.

The duck hood fits very snugly, and there was no flap,
rattle or water leaks right up to the car’s maximum speed.
Lowering the roof is a little fiddly, since it involves releasing
spring catches cach side, and insinuating the rigid {rame
into the well behind the seats, but it does stow away com-
pletely out of sight. Luckily it can be put up more quickly
(about 2 minute) and the latest examples are said to have
a neater and simpler mechanism.

Apart from the need for more sideways location already
mentioned, the scats are extremely comfortable—a lot softer
than they look. Even after a day at the wheel, one can
climb out with no trace of stiffness or aching muscles. The
windscreen is curved round to bring the shim pillars wel
back out of the driver’s field of view. Both front wings
can be seen, despite the low-mounted mirror on top of the

Left: The twin-o.h.c. engine is smartly finished in * hammered ** silver enamel and wes completely free of oil leaks during the test period.
Air is ducted from an intake at the front, vio o silencer and cleaner across the engine to the Solex corburettor—two pipes being used merely

to keep down the height. Right: The boot is reasonably large for the needs of two people. Spare wheel

is behind the seats,

50 that luggage does not have to be disturbed if @ wheel change is necessary. Tools stow to the left, opposite the battery
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Specification : Alfa Romeo Giulia Spider

'M-o.
WV Scale: 03in. to Ift. Cushioas uncompressed.
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