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The baby of the Alfa Roweo Spider family 1 lbl 1300 Fumior, tnroduced s rake advavioge u{lulmn road sax bmdm m [968 —

they're comemon én Jraly but rare Rere

HEART—THROB OR HEADACHE?

The Alfa Romeo Spider is fast becoming one of the |

mast collectable of mass-produced sports cars built
during the sixtics and seventies. The ingredients for
this Italian temptress were near perfect, and when cast
by Hollywood for “The Graduate’, “the little red Wop
job with the awkward foreign shift" found worldwide
appeal, and consequent romantic nostalgia every tame
the movie is repeated. No matter how disinterested a
pretty girl may be in cars, she can always remember
that Dustin Hoffman drove an Alfa Romeo Spider 1o
the dulcet tunes of Simon and Garfunkel

The model's specification was unbeatable: a lusty,
beautifully respoasive, all-alloy twin-cam cngine,
allicd to a fincly balanced chassis with first class
handling, both exciting and refined. Sensitive
steering and terrific brakes, amalgamated with
sculptured, distinctive [talian styling, compieted the
package. Many dismissed the styling as swkward and
contrived, but no-one could ignore it! From certain
viewpoints the shape is ugly, particularly front
three-quarters, and direct side with the bood raised,
but bathed in the late evening sun its vision from a high
balcony is irresistible. It is not surprising that
motoring cognoscenti rank their hours behind the
wheel of an open Alfa Romeo as among their best
memorics, and certainly the description ‘the poor
man's Ferrari® is an unparalicled compliment,

But like the finest Italian wines, the Spider can
induce a sckening headache. [1s seductive bodywork-
is casily infected by rust, the consequence of Alfa
Romeo's poor drainage design and almost total lack of
internal protection from corrosive clements,
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Overflowing with charisma but
susceptible torust, the AlfaRomeo
Spiderpresentsthe potential buyer

withadilemma. Mike Walsh
relatesthe model’s production
history and attempts tounravel the
problems forthose captivated by
the Spider'scharms

To terminate this problem is umely and expensive,
sorational thinking —-difficult with a ‘spider affair’ —
is essential.

It all began back in 1963, when the beaunful
Giulsetta Spader was 10 yearsold. Asitssaloonand GT
counterparts had been successfully restyled by
Bertone, the task of creating the new Spider fell w0
Pininfarina. This was in fact 1o be Battista Pininfar-
ina's last complete design.,

Thecarappeared at the Geneva Motor Show in 1966
o a very mixed reception — its rounded front and rear
body shape and the deep channelled scallop running
along the sides were certainly distinctive, Its styling
had clear origins with two show car prototypes. One,
the Super Flow [, was based on a 6C 3000CM sports
racer and built in 1956, snd has the beginnings of the
Duetto’s unique shape, particularly the front over-
hang for stability at high speed. The other, the most
obwious ancestor of the new car, appeared in 1962 — it
was & two-seater coupé based on the Giulietta chassis.
This dream car had retractable headlights and an

ingenious opening hardtop for easy access. The
shark-like frontal shape with its traditional shield
pattern Alfa grille, scalloped side moulding, and the
pear identical tail design would clearly indicate this
was the prototype for the new Spider, although the car
appeared oa the Pininfarina rather than the Alfa
stand.

The new 1600 Spider was eventually launched in
1966, the styling as different from the old Giulicttas as
ravioli from antipasto. Its bullet.like appearance
provoked dismissive reactions from the motoring
press. One writer said it was “a contrived design with
meaningless styling gimmicks’, another felt Farina
had ‘missed the ball this time', while Bill Boddy
described the Spider as ‘compact and rather ugly”.
Many others concluded that it was one of those designs

| which you grow 1o love, and that viewed from above it

was quite beautiful. The most devout Al refused 1o
accept the fifties Giulietta could be improved.,
Mechanically, the Spider had perfect ingredients,
The all-alloy twin-cam jewel, first lsunched in 1954
for the first Giulictta, was the master work of Dr
Orazio Satta Puliga, whose argument for hemispher-
ical combustion chambers, with the plug in the centre,
kasted till the seventies, providing the most efficient
combustion with quick input and extraction of gases
through large valves. Alfa had learned the art of
precisson aluminium casting from their extensive aero
engine practice during the war, and even the first
1900, a sober mass-market saloon, was blessed withan
alloy head and block. The Spider’s twin overhead
camshafis were chain driven and operated the valves
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through inverted cup tappets. Two twin choke Weber
carburettors and larger inlet valves raised the power 1o
109bhp at 6000rpm, producing a top speed of
115mph. The changes 1o the 105 series chassis were
the adoption of disc brakes on all four wheels, and &
pew froat suspension with a slightly wider wack
derived from the competition Tubolare GTZs and the
conversion 10 recarculating ball steering.

The metal dashboard was painted to match the

Super Flow [, based n g 1956 6C 3000CM spores racer, shoves ket of the Duetro thape

bodywork,; and a separate binnacle sitting behind the |
steering wheel housed a large, boldly marked |

tachometer and speedometer. The remaining dials —
for fuel, water temperature and ofl pressure — were
angled with stylish chrome surrounds to face the
driver, arranged in a rowon the main dash, There were
0o carpets, just distinctive rubber mats emblazoned
with the Alfa badge, a far better and more practical
Kiea for an open spoets car.

Driver'sdelight

The standard five-speed gearbox - rare on a
mass-produced car — was a driver's delight with, sasd
Autocar, ‘unbeatable synchromesh, making changes
light and precise, like a hot knife through butter”.

The driving position was suited to Italian ape
proportions, so a long-Jegged owner found the lack of
leg-room meant his kneecaps were hagher than his
clbows. The seats were well contoured and very
comfortable, while the minor controls were located on
fingertip stalks, and the washers and wipers were
operated by an ingemious foot button. The heater was
equally simple, with a pair of shiding controls mounted
below the centre of the dash and cffective air vents at
each end of it. The boot had no external handle, but a
locking catch mounted internally alongside the

scal.

The hood was a masterpicce, raising roquiring a one
arm action from the driver's seat, anchorage being
sumply by a pair of overhead clips mounted on the
windscreen, That it can be carried out at traffic lights
was perfectly demoastrated by Dustin Hoffman on
his first date with the gorgeous Katharine Ross in “The
Graduate’. An optional hard-top was available, but to
some the straight line design rather conflicted with the
curvaceous body styling. Its price on introduction was
£70, at the tme a very cxpensive extra and
consequently & rare ficting much desired by today’s
enthusiasts,

To decide a name for the new model, Alfa Romeo
held a worldwide competition, with the newly
christened Spider as the grand prize. Over 140,000
suggestions flooded in, many following the theme ofa
girl's name to replace the dearly departed Giulia, but
Lucia, Patricia, Lollobrigida and Bardot dsdn’t suit
the car's character, The factory's nickname, in fact,
was ‘cuttlefish’, and the model’s fish-like shape
suggested Piranha and Sole. Other names included
animals with connotations of speed, hike Leopard,
Panther and Wolf, while winds like Ghibli and
Monsoon anticipated future Maserati policy. Other
suggestions were far more bizarre, including Acapul-
<0, Nuvolari, Shakespeare, Stalin, Al Capone, Pizza,
Sputnik, Costa Smcralda, Edclweiss, Zeus, Gin,
Riffi, Strip, Goal, Surf and even Hitler! The judges
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Patnsed mesal dashboard appears on all pre-1970 cars

finally chose the inoffensive and logical Duetto,
because it symbolised the twin-cam engine and two
seater image. Guidobaldi Trionfi from Brescia
became one of the car's lucky first owners.

After the initial criticisms of the Duetto’s styling,
the press were culogistic about the Alfa's handling,
performance and exceptional refinement. John
Bolster in Awrosporr: ‘It would be tempting to be
nostalgic about the hairy.chested motoring of the

past, but the Duetto’s comfort and casc of handling |

has not been bought at the expense of performance.
The pew Spider has ajmost identical acccleration

figures 1o a really good supercharged pre-war 2.3 8C, |

butitis 10 mph faster owing toitscleancr acrodynamic
form, and the fuel consumption at similar speeds is
just about half that of its ancestor.” Autecar were more
direct in their conclussons: *. . . fast with fun . . . the
performance is good, the roadholding excellent, and
the handling superd. ' They happily concluded that ‘it
cornered splendadly, helped no doubt by its shorter
wheelbase, lighter weight, and low centre of gravity.

SuperFastlll, regarded by some a3 the provotype Duento, soas seen in"62 at the Turin Show

It felt much more stable than the GTV, and we were
able 10 throw it abous with spirit after only a minute’s
driving.’ Road& Track reacted similarly: “If no one of
the staff was wild about the Duetto’s appearance,
exactly the opposite was true about driving the car.
Everybody loved it . . . The steering is excellent, light,
accurate, and one of the best we've ever encountered
in any car.’'

The Duetto did present a problem in wet and icy
conditions, for a distinct lack of weight over the rear
wheels creates very tail happy charactenstics, David
Owen, author and long-time Alfa Romeo aficionado,
found that when pushed hard the Duetto plunges into

| strong understeer, requiring lots of arm action to hold
| & precise line. It is generally acknowlodged that the

long wheelbase Berlina models had the most stable
road holding.

With a price tag of over £2000 — almost identical to
the Jaguar E-type roadster - the Duectto lived up to
Alfa'sexpectations, andin just one year 6325 cars were
sold, an improvement on the most successful year of
the Giubia Spider.

Powerincrease

In 1968 the 1590cc engine was bored owr
fractionally and its stroke lengthened 1o increase
capacity to 177%cc, giving rise to the 1750 designation
with its glorious association with the Jano designed
sports cars of the twenties. After all the cffort to choose
a name for the Duetto, that name passed into history
books and the more powerful (now 1 18bhp and a top
speed of 1 1 8mph) variant was logically called the 1750
Spider. This to many Alfist: is the sporticst of Spider
power units, with superior flexibility through the revs
due to a wider torque band. There were also other
mmprovements including a brake servo, an alternator
in place of a dynamo, and wider section, smaller
diameter wheels on 165-14 tyres. The front suspen-
sion geametry was revised to give & higher roll centre
and the rear was given shghtly softer speangs,
redesigned transverse links, and an ants-roll bar. The
debut of the revised model came at the Brussels Show
in the spring of 1968. The European spec models
continued with trusty Weber carburcttors, but
emission control cars for the American market were
fitred with Spica fuel injection.

Due 1o a hefty premium in road tax relative to
engine capacity, Alfa also introduced a 1290cc
Giubictta version of the Spider, delivering about
89bhp and a very respectable | 10mph. With a price
tag nearly throe quarters of the bigger car, it became a
very attractive proposition on the home market,
cspecially as it offered better fuel economy.

The most dramatic change to the Spider came in
1970 when the Duetto shape was given drastic styling
surgery. The pretty round tail was chopped off o
create the new *Kamm' tzil, This again was the work of
Pininfarina. Boot length was reduced by Gins, but the
shape proved less vulnerable. It still remains a
personal preference today as to which is the prettier
looking car!

The dashboard also received a long-awaited facelft
in 1970. The two main instruments were set in
distinctive scparate cowls much like the Detroit
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ALFA ROMEOQO SPARES - FROM THE ITALIAN CONNECTION

“If a man can write a better book, preach a better sermon, make a better mousetrap, OR SELL ALFA ROMEO SPARES CHEAPER than
his neighbour, though he build his house in the woods, the world will make a beaten track 1o his door” (Apo:ogits to Emerson).

NEVER MAWE S0 FEW CATERE D FOR S0 MANY SO CHEARLY, IGNITION SWITCHES for AJMIA Ghsdetia and S\.d range, ou
that's what 'z al about ~ PRICES, AMs sodres which you SO08 o0 The COMPMTE UNE Only £24 phus POt
can afford. Wa ahways Bog, implore, Bescech « i fect we VAT Our challenge asks you 1o TRY EVE E ELSE

st that owr new cusiomets should Iry everyone eise =0 Wiy Nt ded atryware o e UK mdnﬁl'-pua

PRST, W would naver thow 0ol thit sort of challengs if we of a0 GOION SWItoh. New Ouslomens Can fiver Dolieve cur oua LATEST IMPORT — this brand new 170000 20000¢
could mot Back it up. Socner or later all Alls Swners come 10 Prces, wivy a0t gve yoursell & nice sufprise and give us @ MMW"MIM‘”GW!MMMGW
Wi, Wiy not s money By saling it sooner tather than later! ring todaey

CANT”‘WAYLMOPYMMMW&FKM

the performance of your OQluietts Alfea Besticne O ALFETIA GTV OWNENRS - oy 2ph may not Be

Spider (2000cc enginel s %o M & pair of ow sesthetically brdliart But shows 2 set of parts destined for _ o - - ’ >
carrahais muonwhmb’”nlom a crash damaged GTV in Scotard, mmiar ki are ofen sot Wiy 00 we ol 50 many fusl tanks? i you reslly want 1o
erglnes aad provide the ultimate In roed performance owersant i you have demaged your cie don't be frightened now, try telephoning anywhare in ™e UK ang asking the
Racing camphafs svilable spon request. Ly high wpares guotes, grve us aring price. then gve vs 3 1ing 101 3 NG DT

OUR MAIN AIM HAS ALWAYS BEEN (AND ALWAYS WILL BE) TO ENSURE THAT EVERYONE/ANYONE CAN
AFFORD TO ENJOY ALFA ROMEO MOTORING AT ITS VERY BEST.

T
BUING SPARES PROM U5, THEN YOU ARE. ' E B. SPARES (The Italian Connection)
UNDOUBTEDLY PAYING TOO MUCH MONEY FOR THEM. MMIW“%&“‘ , Westbury, Wiltshire.
Ring, write or call In and see us. ‘l’ol Wes! 823856, Code 0373

LIKEALFASBUTDON'TLIKE SPIDERS?

You'll still appreciate the enthusiasm and expertise that greet you at Benalfa
Performance Cars.

We love Spiders — Alfa Romeo’s classsic sports two-seaters. But if you drive a
ud
or a Sprint; a GTV, a Giulietta or an Alfetta, we are just as keen to help you keep
your Alfa in top condition — at bottom price. Our workshops are equipped to
handle anything from complete restoration to same day servicing — we even do
our own engineering.

Ring Benalfa Performance Cars,

5 Washington Road, West Wilts Trading Estate,
Westbury, Wiltshire, on 0373 864333.
Londoners please note -

Westbury is on the main line from Paddington

P.S.We also buy and sell Spiders— have a word with Alan Bennett
(The Spider Man) on the above number.

Y i —

T T
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dream cars, while the rest of the switches and
instruments were repositioned on a central console.,
The whole dashboard was finished in a padded vinyl,
and head rests were fitted as standard, The effect was
ahogether a more Juxurious package, while external
changes included recessed door handles and altera-
vons to sidelight arrangement at the front and rear.
The press were still not convinced , and, with the basic
design only four years old, Road & Track felt the body
already acsthetically outmoded: “The Spider Veloce is
arefined, rewarding sportscar. The body isdated ,and
the ergonomics are outdated. The next Spader should
keepall the mechamical componentsand put themina
better package.’

Largerengine

In June 1971 Alfa revealed the 2000 Spider Veloce
— almost nothing had changed except the increase in
engine size. The bores were widened from 80mm to
84mm, taking capacity 10 1962¢c. With 132bhp at
5500rpm as its power peak, the Spader still had 2 10p
speed of 118mph, and acceleration to S0mph in
8._8secs. Aswheelspin had been casily provoked on the
carly Spiders, particularly under hard cornering, for
the extra power of the 2000 a limated slip differential
was fitted, giving extra stability and refinement 1o the
handling.

The Spider continued in producton throughout
the seventics alongside the new Alfetta and Giulietia,
sharing only the eternal twin-cam engine. There were

continual rumours of s demise, but what could |

possibly replace it? Alfa showed little interest in
Pininfarina’s 1974 design, a stylish coupé with targa
top based on the 1.8-litre Alfetta chassis.

But the Spider soldicred on, overcoming the ever
more stringent American emission controls, eventual-
ly dropping out of the lucrative Californian market
between 1975-6. By 1977 the manufacture of a special
version 10 mest even British type approval became
uneconomic for Alfa and, sadly, the right-hand drive
2000 Spider was taken out of production, with the last
car sold bere as late as 1978,

Even in its later life the overall verdict on the
Spider's addictive charm remained the same, particu-
larly from Road & Track: ‘For the Alfisti, and we are
unashamed devotees, the magic of the Speder is the
way it makes you feel when you're driving it . . . With
the casy-to-operate convertible top in the down
position, and the wind ruffling your hair, it's casy to
look upon other drivers in other cars with smug
disdain, and recall the words of Dante's fmfermo,
“These unfortunates, who never were alive™ °,
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Alfo Romeo"s publicaey kit the rightnote: they thosght thewr S pider the pack of the crop

DIMENSIONS
Length
Compression 8.5
Power 132bhp (DIN) @ 5500rpm Wheelbase 7h4 Gins
Torque 1321b% 61 3500rpm Kerbweight 200wt
Transmission Five speed
mmm 4.1 PERFORMANCE
Discs with duad servo Max speed 118mph
::'noon ard anti-rof bar m’ %mm "';mm
Suspension, rear u\nm.'lrau'noum. o 2
dampers, anti-roll bar PRODUCTION
Steering Recircutating ball Years built 1970%dale
Body Monocogque, al steel Numbers bulit 21.993(11977)
Tyres 165-14 Pricewhen new £3848(1976)
Like nonconformist Dustin Hoffman on his way to Bnyer’s spot check

save the Juscious Katharine from a fateful marriage,
the Spider never scems to give up. Production
continues at Arese and in Pininfarina’s body
workshops in Turin, while in Britain Alfa agents Bell
& Colvill are converting the latest federalised version
with its heavy bumper styling to right-hand drive, and
even at a cool £10,000it continues to find a market. As
Qlive Richardson concluded in Mosor Sport in 1977:
‘Although not reflected in its bodywork quality, but
worth it for style, and the sheer enjoyment it adds to
everyday life, this is a collector’s piece still available
new off the shelf’.

PRODUCTION FIGURES

Duetio 1600(1966-8) 62324
Duenio 1800{1977-81) 1099
1750 Speder Veloce( 1967-72) 4320
1300 Spider Junior (1968-78) a7
2000Spider Veloce(1971-81) 3914

Any aspiring Spider owner can be seduced 100 easily
by the model’s charm, and therefore blinded 10 the
pitfalls of owning a badly corroded and abused
example. [t s well known that the Spider is one of the
casicst sports cars to sell, and as a consequence cven
the saddest examples can be cosmetically dressed o
make a sizeable profit.

The body of any classic Alfa is the priority area fora
prospective purchaser. [Uis not the quality of the steel
that 1s at fault, but internal design of the monocoque.
With any convertible, water drainage is &n impoctant
consideration, and this is the route to the moreobvious
corrosion of the Spider’s seductive curves. The
tell-tale arcas are the base of the from sill, and the
lower half of the rear wing, in front of the wheel arch,
The latter area can be particularly bad, and is caused
by a blocked drainage pipe which runs from the hood
scuttle toan outlet in the chassis, These arcas arcoften
patched, disguising the body’s real state.

Cuseray shotes the meataess of this classic rwim-cam desigm, seenan the Giulvetsa 30 years ago

L




A personal service for
ALFA ROMEO
and other high performance cars

B.L.S. AUTOMOTIVES
ALFA ROMEO SPECIALISTS
IN LINCOLN

Pick-up and delivery facility Service and parts
Mechanical overhauls
JOHN GOODCHIL[) A M
W ‘ s Stockists of Alfa Romeo competition proved
WORKSHOP ADDRESS parts — engine and suspension kits for road or racing
7 KENSINGTON TERRACE, 2 GARRICK CRESCENT, Tom Shrubb & Phil Bower
SANDERSTEAD ROAD, CROYDON, SURREY 22 Sincil Bank, Lincoln
SOUTH CROYDON CRO 5PW (0522) 31529
TELEPHONE 01-680 2120 All enquiries weicome
" ALFAROMEOPARTS e Rormeo :
A new deal on parts for Alfa owners SPECIALIST INTERIOR TRIM
"The Hexagon Price Pledge” Seats, Carpets, Hoods, etc. for GTV's, Spiders and 2600 models.
‘Original parts at very original prices’ PRICES, FOR EXAMPLE -
Alfs Spider Hoods

We can now offer you all the benefits of the largest pans stock in Best Ouality Double Deck. Lined and Padded LyS - £115.00

the country coupled with the best prices Standard Quality Hoodisg, Linod and Padded i d 9.0

We pledge that if you can buy the same part eisewhere for less Suppiied and Fitted by @ (same day servico)

we will sedl it 10 you cheaper®. Our mail order service ensures Standard : 3 1 ] £170.00

prompt delivery and all customers receive a free | @ my Best i £195.00

Alfa" sticker. Our expenenced staff wait your call on Al Spider Replacement Scat Covers (a8 original). easy 1o fit "

Pet Cushion R . - " & .
“Trade & export enguities welcome™ ,0,.1;.2‘57.&2&2‘ (‘.I(: (:rycus. compicte set, fellly bound, heel mat, ek — g:
4000 stock tems All prices exclude VAT and carnage
Please telephone for quotes to:

H ALFA 7 nicHeare mo,
L

LONDON NWS
_—

T. A & J. M. Cobarn
Widhill House, Blunsdon, Swindon, Wiltshire
(Just off M4 turnodf 15) Tel: (0793) 721501

There was a young man with a Spyder,

Who one day drank far too much Cyder,

After leaving the bar,

He damaged his car,

... and then he took it 1o Alfaparts. »
BRMNGHAM £

SOUTHEND
BRISTOL
DOVER
4
o
SOUTHAMPTON 3
z
NAIGHTON

At Alfaparts we aim 10 give the Alfa owner a complele service covering the
105 range (particularty the Spyder and GTV), all Suds,. Allettas and
Giuliettas.

¥ you haven't aveady done so, why not try us!

Alfaparts Ltd. Cloverieaf Sales Ltd.
Collection and Delivery Cars purchased to suit
Service Available! your needs

10-12 New Road, (off Lower High Street),
Watford, Herts.
Tel: Watford (0923) 52017/56045

Sales  Service  Parts

Birmingham Area and West Midlands
New and Quality used cars ready for immediate delivery
Test drive the new 33 NOW!

683-687 Stratford Road, Birmingham Bl 4DX

Telephone: 021-778 1295/6

70
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Other vulnerable areas are the peak of the wheel
arches, where any sign of corrosion is an indication
that the inner arch is ina worse state. The front jacking

ints are other weak arcas, while it 13 not unknown
or a plate to be pop-riveted along the outer chassis
member to disguise the condition of the nner sl
section. A quick check can be made by running your
hands behind the sill section under the chassis, Any
plating that obstructs this check is very bad news
financially.

An inberent problem with Spider bodywork is the
total lack of internal protection, so any outward
corrosion, particularly marks on the upper wings
(which may look superficial), is more likely to be
indicative of a routing core.,

Many crucial arcas can be checked from the
passenger comparument. By peeling back the rubber
mats, the inner sall wall can be examined, and also the
base of the foorwell for a roming floorpan. The seat
runners can also rust badly along the weld seam. The
metal shelf under the back seat is not usually a
problem, but is & good pointer 1o the state o((hc
drainage pipes if its filled with water.

The boot floor, in particular any rusting around the
sparce whoeel uvllmdlbcfud ank, is indicative of the
overall condition of the body ., Carefully check the tops
of the wings for sunken paintwork, another ominous
sign, The spacing between the nose section and the
decorative chrome bumper is a key 1o accident
damage, while — it may scem obvious! — check that
panel fiting is flush and equal. Don't worry if the
magnet test detects filler at the extremities of the
Spider’s vulnerable shape, as the Alfa"s bumpers offer
very little protection against carcless drivers.

A careful survey of all the chrome work, badging (in
particular the cnamelled Pininfarina emblems), and
tnm can save considerable outlay during ownership,
as many of the parts are now obsolete and
consequently very expenmsive. The condition of
brightwork and rubber matting is 2 good guide to the
mileage claims of the vehicle.

Itis generally accepted that the long tail body shape
s far more vulnerable to rear end decay due to the
complexity of the skin structure, which bas a surplus
of water traps. Rear wings for these earlier carsare now
totally obsolete, and consequently restoratzon work is
very time intensive, and expensive. Perspex head-
lamp cowls are now obsolete parts too, bascally
becauszlhcymdlcgnlm[wmpe s0 any that are
IMissing arc very expensive to replace.

The bood is one of the finest designs around but,
due 1o the ease of action, probably gots considerable
use. Do not worry unduly at faded coloration of the
canvas, but do check for worn covers on the hood
frame where it rubs with bodywork. Quality hood
replacements are readily available from T.A. and
J.M. Coburn of Swindom, bur fining can be
expensive, particularly oo the Kamm tail. Itisbestleft
1o the experienced.

Mechanically the Spyder is far bess of a problem if it
has been treated with care and properly serviced
throughout its life. So few Ala owners remember the
golden rule of warming up the engine before driving
off — it is essential for any alloy block, but also in this
case helps second gear engagement.

The twin-cam engine is the jewel at the heart of the
Spader but, like any sports car motor, tends to kad 2
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hard life. The most common problem is a blown head
gasket; the rubber ‘O’ rings underneath the camshaft

ings are a weak point, and the tell-tale signs are
three trails of oal down the sxde of the block from the
head, or more obviously oil traces in the header bottle
on the water circuit. Ozl traces in the air cleaner from
the breather pipe are indicative of the engine's wear,
When the unit is warm oil pressure should not fall
below the balf way mark (4kg/sq cm) at speed, but at
idling do not worry if the needle drops. The 2000 is
reckoned to be the stronger engine, producing much
more low down torque, but is flatter than thesmoother
and more willing 1750 unit. It is worth noting that
engines in & pretty poor condition stll produce
competitive performance, so don't be deceived. The
engine mounts, particularly on the exhaust side, give
way 10 engine stress, and although not serious could
leave you stranded when they collapse. A quick check
can be made by rocking the cam covers,

The cast aluminium block, incorporating intricate
waterways, is very susceptible to frost damage, and a
split water jacket can easily be disguised by modemn
sealing compounds, traces of which can often be
detected in the thermostat housing.

Clutches can have a very short life, although heavy
duty assemblies are now a commoa replacement. The
gearbox is a sturdy unit, but synchromesh is weak on
second gear, Always check gear selection when the il
is warm. Another frequent problem is a tendency to
jump out of reverse gear, but it can eastly be cured i
caught at an carly stage. If left, it will eventually
damage selector cones. The differential is a rugged
design, and alwaysa little ‘clonky” under acceleration.
A higher petched knock could indicate worn wjs.

The bottom steering ball joints can cause MoT
failure, and steering play often reveals worn bushes.
In general, though, the worm and roller system is
trouble free, but pulling to left or right 1s a good
indication of accident damage. If this 13 the case, 2
quick survey of tyre wear should confirm the

It may omly look ltke superficaal rust bubbling (left), but w2 could mean thar the tnner section 1s
badly corroded (above left). This is due to a lack of internal body prevecnon and Mocked
. Pecling back the mats at the door base cam reveal a rotsen mmer 1l wall { above
check for russed seat rummers, eohick can indicare 2 roeting floor (right). AN of thés
corrosion means a lot of welding and cuming work, which is expensioe and timee-conramng

suspicion. Generally the front suspension is fail safe, |

although squecaking under pressure could mean
sagging coal springs or that the wishbone bushes need
replacing. The roll bar mountings are very exposed
and can deteriorate badly when the rust bug attacks,

The problems with the rear suspension are not
serious, but sagging springs and tired shock absorbers
are a familsar sight even on low mileage Spaders. E.B
Spares recommend & heavy duty set, 20 per cent
uprated with a thicker codl, matched o Corte and
Cosso Autodelta shock absorbers, to give a longer
service, This does not jack up the tail as many suspect.,
An casy cure for rear end steer §s a trailing arm bush

qu!nbuhmmmmw

set, which transforms the handling. Another check of
the genuine mileage of any Spider are the rubber
bump stops on the rear suspension, which when worn
will produce a metallic clonk over bad road surfaces,

In the braking department, it is worth checking
fluad levels for signs of a leaking servo, while the
master cylinders have a remarkably short life of three
to four years, rapidly wearing down the bores, It is
always recommended removing road wheels to check
the condition of the brake discs, because lazy
maintenance of worn pads can score badly, and then
require complete replacement of discs,

Exhaust systems are not cheap, but the three part
design has the advantage of single section replace-
ment, in particular the back box which often has to be
rencwed annually. A stainless stocl system isa boaus,
but not an Alfa Romeo standard part, and often prone
1o cracking.

Itis a myth that Alfa Romeos are fragile, but like any
high quality product they will suffer at the hands of
unsympathetic owners, and the Spider’s recent vogue
has encouraged many such drivers, To any inexperi-
enced buyers we cannot recommend highly enough
the value of a specialist check, & service most will only
oo willingly provide if advance notice is given.

Rivals when new

The price was certainly one of the most exclusive
aspects of this open Alfa Romeo. The first Duetto, just
£100 short of the E-type's tag with absolutely no hope
of marching such a sensational performance package,
found a small market for the man who desired
something more exotic that matched his sharp Italian
Joafers, his tailored sharkskin suit, and Chelsea
penthouse.

The Lotus Elan offered superior performance, but
was altogether 100 primitive and unreliable to match
the Spider’s qualities in the late sixties, By the
mid-seventies the open air sports car was becoming a
rarer breed, and the nearest competition came from
the new Jensen Healey, but somehow the model’s
bland styling never matched the charisma of the new
2000 Spider. The infamous Lotus twin-cam engine
may have been quicker but its disastrous reliability
put the model out of contention.

Even today with its rather compromised, federal-
ised styling, and nearly 20 years after the Duetto’s
launch, the Spider offers a serious match to the
chopped topGTI trend, and along with its Pininfarina
sisu;, the immortal Fiat 124 Spider, still continues 1o
satisfy,

1966 Price Speed 0-50mgh
Alfs Romeo Duetto 1600 €188 113 11.3secs
Jaguar E Type 38 £1667 183 7 2s0cs

Acstio-Healey 3000 £1126 21 9 8secs

Trumph TR4A €588 w00 11 4secs
1969

Alla Romeo 1750 Spider  £2200 118 9.2s0cs

Jaguar E-type 4.2 £2204 140 7 Asecs

Mosgan Plus 8 £1510 124 6 Tencs

Lots Elan 1797 120 7 bsucs

MGC £1226 120 10 Osecs
1974

Alfs Romeo 2000 Spider  £2009 118 B.8secs

Jansen £2420 119 785008

Triumph TRE £1948 115 953008




Clubs, specialists & books

A survey of type representation a1 the Alfa Romeo
Owners Club national day ar Stanford Hall would
coafirm the Spider is undoubtedly one of the club's
most popular cars. Over 60 examples varying from
very carly 1600 Duettos to the latest federalised
converson to right-hand drive were present. The
AROC, in fact, has no such Spider register, but
encompasses the model under the Giulia 105 Series
group, 2 mistake to my mind as the problems of
runnang a Spider are significantly differcnt from its
saloon counterparts. However, the AROC is a well
established club of Alfisn with membership now
bordering 2000, and produces 2 very prafessional
publication every moath, even if it is a litthe biased to
the club’s extensive competition programme. The
arca sectioas produce 8 widespread social calendar,
while for the more performance orientated member
regular practice and sprint days are keenly contested
at Goodwood and Castle Combe. No-one has yet been
brave enough 1o compete with a Spider in the Club's
national race championship.

Spiderman, Alan Bennett, is probably the most
respected specialist and is based at Benalfa Cars, 5
Washington Road, West Wils Trading Estate,
Wiltshire (tel: 0373 864333). He will undertake both
mechanical and body rebuilds. E.B. Spares is another
very good reason for going west, and is located
opposite Benalfa at 2 Washington Road, West Wilts
Trading Estate, Westbury, Wilts(tel: 0373 823856),
and it is always worth giving Dave Edgingron a ring to
confirm the unbeatable and froiendly service they
offer.

Other respected specialists include Brookside
Garage, 55 High Strect, Wrestlingworth, Sandy,
Beds(tel: 076723 217); ] & R Goodchild Engineering,
2 Garrick Crescent, Parkhill Road, Croydon (tel:
01-680 2120); Peter Hilliard & Son, 41 High Street,
Penge, London, SE20 (tel: 01.778 5755); John
Clafton, AROC scrutineer, is also a2 wizard with Alfa
mechanicals, and is based at Horsham Road, Forest
Green, Dorking, Surrey (tel: 03067 0340); Alfaparts,
10-12 New Road, Watford, Herts (tel: Watford
52017); Hexagon of Highgate Road, London NW'S
(tel: 01-267 6762); C P Motors, 2 Hermit Place, rear of
246 Belsize Road, London NW6 (tel: 01-625 6938);
Richard Banks, Commerce House, Wickhambrook,
near Newmarket, Suffolk (tel: 0440 828291) and
Alfaman, rear of 60 Greenford Road, Greenford,
Middlesex (1el: 01-578 1633) all offer a variety of
services 10 the Spider owner from specialist tuning to
total rebuslds.

For sparcs, Alfacenire of Turgis Green, Basing-
stoke, Hants (rel; 0256 882831) arc friendly and
competitive, while for hoods, seats, retrims or sample
repairs you need look no further than TA & | M
Coburn, Motor Upholsterers, Widhill House, Bluns-
don, Swindon, Wilts (tel: 0793 721501). Stuan
Mettricks, Downton Body Works, Lymington,
Milford.on-Sea (tel: Milford-on-sea 43326), who
restored the immaculate Duetto on our colour page,
and Stuart Rees, Market Garage, Southall, Market,
Southall (tel: 01-843 9967) are highly recommended
for Spader body renovation,
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The maghomare of axy Spider ceoner: this louuulmrl car needed complete wing replaceveent
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David Owen has had a life-dong passion for Alfa
Romeos, in particular his 1967 Duetto, 5o his book
Alfa Romeo Spiders, published by Osprey at £6.95,
offers a very personal and highly entertaining history
of the model. The book includes a good selection of
contemporary colour and a chapter on living with a
Spider, but— like this profile! — could be regarded a5
a little biased by the more dispassionate readers. To
put the Spider in a broader historical context, David
Owen's Alfissimo and Luigi Fusi's Alfa Romeo: Tuwse
le Vetrwre dal 1910, are essential reading, both being
complete Alfa histories,

Brooklands Books' invaluable Alfe Romeo Spider
1966-1981 includes reprints of almost cvery signifi-

cant road test of the model.
SPARES PRICE GUIDE
(VAT not included)
Complete clutch £45.80
Pistonsandliners £62 00
Exhaust : £59.00
Brake pads £10.10
Frontwings £85.00
Rearwings £98.00
Sdls €22 50
Heod £95.00
Water pump £16.50
Brakes (Dual master cylinder) £57 50
(Single mastar cybnder) £26.50
NB: These prices are based 0n current EB spaves stock
I51ng &0 w6 meant sincly 85 & Guiss 10 the average
nenning costs of a Spider.

Prices
Surveying Alfa Spider prices over the past year
indicates clearly that the most expensive examples are
late seventies cars with low mileages. Several
immaculate examples with mileages under 20,000
have recently been advertised at over £6000, But with
the latest federalised Spider now available from Bell &
Colvill st approximately £10,000, these could be
| 10 be competitively priced.

owever, acherished mid-scventies car is generally
marketed at nearer the £4000 mark, along with
pristine Duettos, certainly the fastest appreciating
examples of the model. At a recent Christie's auction
an extensively restored 1972 Kamm tazl 2000 with
40,000 miles recorded realised £4500 from 2 very
disinterested floor.

The most precarious msarket area is between
£2000-£3500, where a great deal of care should be
taken. The buyer should always balance the future
work required, particularly if the bodywork needs
atention, against the asking price.

Itis essential for an inexpernienced buver to have the
car checked by an Alfa Romeo specialist. Thas service
is oaly 100 willingly provided if some notice is given.
The cost of such & survey will be an investment
compared with the pitfalls of buying 2 cosmetically
‘restored’ example, and < be warned — there is no
shortage of this type of Spéder . . .

MoT failures and crashed examples are gencrally
over-priced considering the complexity and expense
of restaration to a worthwhile state. \
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